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My research Question
How have post-industrial redevelopment projects across the country affect their 
cities? 

What lessons from these projects can be applied to the City of Bellingham 
waterfront redevelopment? 

Bellingham



What is Post-Industrial Redevelopment? 
❖ Sites that have 

utilized old 
industrial spaces 
to give new uses to 
those buildings or 
landscapes 

❖ Ex: Gasworks Park



What is Happening in Bellingham?
❖ Georgia 

Pacific 
Papermill

❖ Brand New 
Waterfront 
Redevelopment



A Bellingham Development Timeline
❖ Some events to put the waterfront redevelopment in 

perspective

1852
First 
settlers 
arrive

1880s
Bellingham 
builds up 
fairhaven in 
hopes of a 
railroad

1950s
Bellingham 
builds city 
hall and the 
downtown area

1960s
Bellingham builds 
the mall to 
attract I-5 to run 
through Bellingham

2004-Present
Bellingham tears 
down Georgia 
Pacific paper 
plant and starts 
to rebuild 
waterfront



1852- The First Settlers Arrive
❖ Settlers arrive at the mouth of the Whatcom 

Creek looking for lumber
❖ They discovered the Douglas-Firs and Cedars 

and built a sawmill

1852



1880s- Bellingham Builds Up Fairhaven
❖ In hopes to be part of the Transcontinental 

Railway Line, Bellingham Built up fairhaven
➢ Quick Development
➢ Small downtown 

 

1852 1880s



1950s- Bellingham Builds City Hall  
❖ Bellingham Builds City Hall
❖ Development of the Current Central Business 

District

1852 1880s 1950s



1960s- Bellingham Builds a Mall 
❖ In hopes of attracting I-5 to Bellingham
❖ Bellingham was suburbanizing in the 1960s

1852 1880s 1950s 1960s



2004- Present- Waterfront Redevelopment
❖ Creating new waterfront commercial and 

residential space
❖ Connecting the waterfront and central business 

district
❖ Opportunity to bring in new Business to 

Bellingham 

1852 1880s 1950s 1960s 2004-Present



Case Studies (Methods) 
❖ Four Case studies

➢ Bethlehem Steel Stacks - Bethlehem, PA
➢ Gasworks Park - Seattle, WA
➢ The Steel Yard - Providence, RI
➢ The Highline - New York City, NY

❖ What can we learn from these different sites? 

The Steel Stacks Gasworks Park The Steel Yard The Highline



Bethlehem Steel Stacks - Lessons
❖ Draws in residents from outside Bethlehem, PA without 

community in mind
❖ Created a very corporate space



The Highline- Lessons
❖ Over development along 

trailway
❖ Becoming a tourist trap 

instead of a mode of 
transportation



Gasworks Park- Lessons
❖ How a project can become a staple of a city
❖ Gasworks park helped to shape surrounding 

neighborhoods
❖ How an area can attract big tech companies



The Steel Yard- lessons
❖ Taking away blue collar jobs from the area
❖ False promises of affordable housing from 

private developers



What I Learned
❖ Development plans change vastly from start 

to finish
❖ Community involvement is difficult to 

incorporate in redevelopment projects
❖ Redevelopment brings new people and 

business  
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